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1., In considering wiother the Soviet Union is liloly to begin a preventive war
against the .est, Cernan Commnist circles begln with a definition of preventive
war as an offonsive military action to be talen by the U.8.5.N. itself (as
distinpuished from the satellites) with the full kmowledge that it will start
a general wery for thn avomed purpose of cnticipating offensive nilitary action
by the United States.

2, The Warsaw Peace Conference stated in its llagna Carta of Peace, point L: '
deenm it necessary to dcclare that no political, strategic, or economlc vicwpoints,
no developnent of the internal situation or of an internal conflict in one state
can Justify amed intervention by another state. Aggression is a criminal act
of a state which is the first to comnilt an armed force ajmainst another state,
no matter under what pretext." The interpretation of apgrescion, proposed by
the Soviet delegation to the Peace Conference, represents a significant departure
from lenin's theory of just and unjust war, which was expounded only recently
by Andrei Vyshinsky bcfore the United lHations; according to Lenin, an agrressive
war can be a just war, whoreas under the Varsaw formula this is impossible.

The prevailing view amons SED functionaries, whe have noted this discrepancy,

is that the Varsaw formula constitutes a constructive application of the Bolshe-
vist theory of war to a situation where no other state in the world except the
United Statcs could coneccivably be expected to resort to warfare,

3. “fthin SED circles it is thought unlilely that the United States will use the
atonic bomb or attenpt to widen the scope of the present conflict, because
American imperislism, faced with a setbacl in Korea and with the surpe of the
organized peace movenept (as exemplified at Varsaw) is now afraid of the peace-
loving nations. It is inconceivable that the U.D.S5.R. will start a preventive
war, which would precipitate a new world war, since tho desire of the Soviet
Unlon for peace 1s ponuine,
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The possibility of the defeat of the working classes is novor taken into account

by the German Commmists. No functionary versed in Leninist-Stallnist theory

would mention it, let glono advance it as a reason for wagling a preventlve war,
Acecording to Stalin's dictun, Jorld Var IIT will spell the end of imperialism

in the whole world. Stalin maintaing that world imperialiom is growing progressively
wealor and that differences botween mother countries and thelr colonies as well as
betweon imperialists and the working classes of the world ave incrcasing in

soverity. The possibility of the defeat of the worlding ¢lessos is thus ruled out.

The SED viows an Amorlcan surprise abtack as a distinct and ever-present possi-
bility, though not as a probability. To the present all attempts by American
imperialists to start a general war have teen frustrated by the consistent peace
policy of the U.S.5.R. The Amcricans are afraid and for this reason have not
resorted to the atomlc bomb. The official SED propapanda lirne is therefore
consistently to maintain that the preservation of peace depends upon developing
the organized peace front to such s levol of efficiency that the provocation
of war by the United States will be impossible.® According bto the theory of
gensral crisis, the day is not far off when American imperialism will no longer
be equipped economically or militarily to start a war. The most recent events
in eastera Asla have already precluded the possibility of waging a two~front
war against the Soviet Union.

A good Communist never avowsdly copics the {ighting methods of his class foes.
Though the Americans msy use the atomic bomb as B preventive measure, Commnlst
propaganda does not suggest the Commmnists should also consider guch a course

of action, To do so would be a most gerious transgression of the prineiple of
gtern partisanship which prohibits the drawing of anmy comparisons whatever between
the democratic camp and the class foe.

ot oven in the comtext of Ienin's thoory of Just and unjust war is thore menbdioned
a preventive war started by the U.S.5.R. The resolubions of the Jorsaw conference
in particular have stilled apprehensions that the U.S5.5.R. might follow such a
course. The main topie of discuasion among the Corman Comnmunists 1s the agres-
sivoress of U.S. imperialiem.

No attompt is being made to prepare the masces for the possibility of a preventive
war begun by the Soviet Union, The U.S.S.0. realizes that even in SED eirelos

it dees not yeb enjoy unquestioning confidence., To instlil falith in the infalll-
bility of Stalin and the CPCU(b) has been the unceasing endeavor of the U.S5.S.R.
gsince 1945. Oreat strides have already boen made, and once this blind falth

has been engendered, even a preventive war would need no explanation,

[ | Comment: n the light of this premise should be viewed the statemens by
C Crobewohl at the Karl Marx Academy on 19 December 1950 that "Cach day we
succeed in preventing war brings us closer to peace.®
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